AKRITI IAS

27 SEPTEMBER

NewsDigest

Seven readings. Clear Mains relevance.

Distilled for UPSC CSE Mains — GS Papers Il and llI

TODAY’S FOCUS

UNSC reform and India’s permanent-seat candidature
The Arctic’s strategicisation through Greenland

Urban safety and the crisis of student housing
India-Belgium ties: technology, defence and clean energy
EOS-05 and the public value of earth observation

Religious authority, gender justice and public life

Growth resilience and the next economic test

For aspirants who wish to think, not merely prepare.

PRATEEK BHATT | Founder & Mentor

Former Team Lead, MGP, ForumlAS | UPSC Mentor | Interview Panelist | Educator

Learn and Grow with our Daily Answer Writing Program



AKRITI IAS NEWS DIGEST | 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Contents

Seven selected readings, with GS tags and an answer-writing takeaway.
01 Russia backs India’s permanent UNSC candidature 03
GS Il | INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

02 U.S.-Greenland deal and the Arctic race 04
GS Il | INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS; POLAR GEOPOLITICS

03 Delhi hostel collapse: the governance of urban safety 05
GS Il | URBAN GOVERNANCE; GS IIl | DISASTER MANAGEMENT

04 India-Belgium ties: from diamonds to strategic sectors 06
GS Il | BILATERAL RELATIONS; GS Ill | TECHNOLOGY

05 EOS-05: a new eye in the sky 07
GS Ill | SPACE TECHNOLOGY; DISASTER MANAGEMENT

06 Religion, women'’s rights and the public sphere 08
GS | | INDIAN SOCIETY; GS Il | FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

07 The Indian economy'’s resilience: the test ahead 09
GS Il | INDIAN ECONOMY

Reading principle

Headline prominence is not the test. Each item is retained for its ability to improve
conceptual clarity, examples and Mains argumentation.
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o Russia backs India’s permanent UNSC candidature

GS Il | INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

WHY IT MATTERS

Russia’s public endorsement strengthens India’s diplomatic case, but it also exposes the
political difficulty of converting broad support for reform into an agreed Charter
amendment.

KEY POINTS

1. At the UN General Assembly, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov backed permanent seats
for India and Brazil and called for wider representation of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

2. Russia opposed additional permanent seats for Western countries, especially Germany and
Japan; this is a strategic position, not an automatic commitment to every element of India’s reform
agenda.

3. The Council currently has five permanent members with veto power and ten elected members
serving two-year terms; its composition reflects 1945 more than contemporary power realities.

4. UNSC reform requires a two-thirds General Assembly majority and ratification by two-thirds of
UN members, including all five permanent members. Political support is therefore necessary but
insufficient.

5. India’s case rests on its population, democratic representation, peacekeeping record, economic
and diplomatic weight, and role in articulating Global South concerns.

6. India should connect its candidature with a wider, credible reform package: representation, veto
accountability, working methods and meaningful African inclusion.

India’s permanent-seat claim has gained recognition, but legitimacy cannot be secured
through endorsements alone. Discuss the political and institutional challenges of
reforming the UN Security Council.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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02 U.S.-Greenland deal and the Arctic race

GS Il | INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS; POLAR GEOPOLITICS

WHY IT MATTERS

The agreement shifts the Greenland dispute from a sovereignty confrontation towards
expanded security cooperation, while confirming that the Arctic is becoming a theatre of
military, mineral and maritime competition.

KEY POINTS

1. The trilateral U.S.-Denmark-Greenland agreement permits a larger U.S. military presence and
defence infrastructure in Greenland, while formally retaining Danish sovereignty and Greenland’s
right of self-determination.

2. Greenland’s location gives it value for missile warning, space surveillance and North Atlantic
security; the shortest routes between North America and Europe pass through the wider
Arctic-North Atlantic space.

3. Melting sea ice is improving access to shipping routes and mineral resources, including rare
earths and other critical minerals, making climate change a geopolitical multiplier.

4. The deal reflects NATO’s concern about Russian military activity and Chinese economic
presence, but it also raises the normative question of how alliance security can respect the consent
of smaller territories.

5. The Arctic Council remains important for cooperation on environment, science and indigenous
peoples, even as hard-security questions increasingly sit outside its mandate.

6. For India, Arctic engagement must combine scientific diplomacy, climate research, shipping
awareness and critical-mineral interests with ecological restraint and respect for international law.

The Arctic is no longer only a climate or scientific domain. Examine how the region’s
strategicisation creates opportunities and dilemmas for India.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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03 Delhi hostel collapse: the governance of
urban safety

GS 1l | URBAN GOVERNANCE; GS Ill | DISASTER MANAGEMENT

WHY IT MATTERS

The collapse of a five-storey private hostel in Satya Niketan exposes the interaction of
unsafe construction, weak enforcement and the shortage of affordable accommodation
for students.

KEY POINTS

1. The private hostel collapsed during basement repair work; seven students were reported dead
and several others injured. The precise causal chain requires investigation rather than premature
attribution.

2. Possible risk factors include structural alteration, unauthorised construction, inadequate
emergency exits, poor inspection and the conversion of residential premises into high-occupancy
accommodation.

3. The tragedy is not only a building-code failure. It reflects an urban housing gap that pushes
students towards unregulated paying-guest facilities near education hubs.

4. Urban safety requires clear responsibility across owners, engineers, local bodies, fire authorities
and inspectors; fragmented accountability encourages regulatory evasion.

5. A preventive framework should include registration of private hostels and PGs, risk-based
structural audits, disclosure of occupancy certificates, fire-safety compliance and accessible
complaint mechanisms.

6. Affordable public and institutional housing is a governance intervention: enforcement alone will
fail if safe alternatives remain beyond students’ means.

Urban disasters are often governance failures before they become rescue operations.
Discuss the reforms needed to make student housing safe, affordable and accountable.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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oa India-Belgium ties: from diamonds to
strategic sectors

GS 1l | BILATERAL RELATIONS; GS Il | TECHNOLOGY

WHY IT MATTERS

India-Belgium relations are widening from a traditional diamond connection into a
practical partnership covering defence, clean energy, critical minerals, semiconductors,
research and mobility.

KEY POINTS

1. The two sides have identified defence, clean energy, critical minerals, semiconductors, research
and talent mobility as new areas of cooperation.

2. Defence exchanges, training and possible co-development can support India’s diversification of
technology partnerships and its broader objective of greater defence self-reliance.

3. Belgium’s technological ecosystem, including the IMEC research network, and India’s scale and
talent pool offer complementary strengths in semiconductors and advanced manufacturing.

4. Renewable energy cooperation, green ammonia and critical-mineral processing and recycling
connect bilateral diplomacy with energy transition and supply-chain security.

5. An Investment Fast-Track Mechanism, a regular business forum and the goal of doubling
bilateral trade can give economic substance to political goodwill; delivery will depend on standards,
finance and logistics.

6. The relationship illustrates India’s European strategy: work with individual states while
embedding bilateral gains in the wider India-EU trade, technology and connectivity architecture.

India’s ties with smaller European states can have strategic depth when linked to
technology and supply chains. Discuss the emerging dimensions of India-Belgium
relations.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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os EOS-05: a new eye in the sky

GS Ill | SPACE TECHNOLOGY; DISASTER MANAGEMENT

WHY IT MATTERS

EOS-05 expands India’s earth-observation capability by placing a dedicated imaging
satellite in geosynchronous orbit, prioritising frequent observation of broad regions and
time-sensitive events.

KEY POINTS

1. Launched aboard the GSLV F17, EOS-05 was placed into a geosynchronous orbit roughly 35,000
km above Earth after orbit-raising manoeuvres.

2. Unlike low or sun-synchronous satellites that provide finer detail on successive passes, a
geosynchronous platform can repeatedly observe the same broad region at short intervals.

3. Its applications include monitoring floods, cyclones, forest fires, crops, forests, water bodies,
land-use change and maritime activity.

4. The mission is useful for disaster preparedness because rapid, repeated observation can
improve early warning, damage assessment and the targeting of relief operations.

5. Earth observation is not only a launch achievement; its public value depends on data processing,
interoperability, open access where appropriate and the ability of agencies to convert imagery into
decisions.

6. The mission strengthens strategic autonomy in space-based information, while also
underscoring the need for responsible use, privacy safeguards and international cooperation on
disasters and climate risks.

Space technology becomes development technology when data reaches the last mile of
governance. Examine the role of earth-observation satellites in disaster management and
resource planning.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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os Religion, women’s rights and the public
sphere

GS |1 | INDIAN SOCIETY; GS Il | FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

WHY IT MATTERS

The Kerala controversy is fundamentally about whether religious authority can restrict
women’s participation in public life—and how constitutional equality should operate in a
plural society.

KEY POINTS

1. A clerical directive discouraging Muslim women'’s participation in public festivities triggered
debate over religious authority, women’s autonomy and the meaning of public citizenship.

2. The issue should not be reduced to a contest between ‘religion” and ‘modernity’; Muslim women,
scholars and organisations have also challenged restrictive interpretations from within the
community.

3. Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 protect equality, non-discrimination, freedoms and personal liberty;
Article 25 protects religious freedom subject to public order, morality, health and the other
fundamental rights.

4. Constitutional morality does not mean hostility to faith. It means that community authority
cannot become a parallel source of coercive law over women’s movement, education, work or
participation.

5. Political parties must avoid both majoritarian framing and vote-bank silence; gender justice
should be defended consistently across communities.

6. Sustainable reform is strengthened by women’s representation, internal dialogue, education and
institutions that make equal participation normal rather than exceptional.

In a constitutional democracy, religious freedom and gender equality must be harmonised
without treating any community as a monolith. Discuss.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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o7z The Indian economy'’s resilience: the
test ahead

GS 11l | INDIAN ECONOMY

WHY IT MATTERS

Strong recent growth shows that India has built buffers against external shocks, but
resilience will be meaningful only if it becomes broad-based, employment-rich and
durable across the economic cycle.

KEY POINTS

1. Q1 FY27 growth of 7.8%, supported by manufacturing and services, indicates considerable
momentum despite geopolitical uncertainty and volatile energy prices.

2. Contained inflation and a relatively low current-account deficit suggest macroeconomic buffers;
however, one quarter’s growth rate cannot by itself establish durable resilience.

3. The next test lies in sustaining demand while managing inflation, weak rural purchasing power,
uncertain global trade and energy-price shocks.

4. Services have acted as a stabiliser, but long-term resilience also requires productive
manufacturing, competitive exports, private investment and stronger domestic value chains.

5. A Mains assessment must distinguish headline GDP from welfare indicators such as quality
employment, real wages, nutrition, household balance sheets and regional inequality.

6. Policy priorities therefore include productivity, skilling, labour-intensive sectors, rural incomes,
social protection, fiscal credibility and insulation from external chokepoints.

India’s growth resilience must now be converted into inclusive and employment-intensive
development. Discuss the opportunities and vulnerabilities shaping the next phase of the
Indian economy.

Reading basis: The Hindu
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