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SUPER IMPORTANT ARTICLE ¢ GS PAPER II: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The China-U.S. rapprochement

Summit diplomacy is easing immediate friction. It has not altered the deeper contest for power,
technology and influence.

CORE ARGUMENT

A managed pause is taking shape between
Washington and Beijing. Calling it a new “G-2"
mistakes tactical accommodation for strategic
convergence.

Donald Trump and Xi Jinping at the White House, 24 September
2026.
Photo: Associated Press / The New Indian Express

FROM SUMMITRY TO STRATEGIC COMPETITION

SUMMITRY TRUCE RIVALRY

political channel temporary restraint structural contest

Diplomatic warmth can lower immediate risk without changing strategic intent.

4 SUMMITS gehgslezr-wrthHGeSchannel since Ma 125% + 125%
in little over six months 2025 y tariff escalation in April 2025

WHY BEIJING WANTS A PAUSE

A vulnerable growth mix A demanding political calendar
Consumption remains weak; property construction A calmer external environment helps Beijing focus
has been in recession for years; private on domestic economic priorities ahead of the
investment is subdued. Public investment and net Chinese Communist Party’s 21st Party Congress in
exports carry more of the growth burden. 2027.

The rapprochement is therefore best read as strategic risk management: leaders create room to bargain, while
both sides prepare for a longer competition.

THE CHINA-U.S. RAPPROCHEMENT « GS PAPER I 1



AKRITI IAS | INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

THE BARGAINING SPACE: COOPERATION WITH GUARDRAILS

A truce built on mutual vulnerability

The article’s strongest insight is that the two economies retain leverage over one another even as each tries to
reduce dependence. That interdependence restrains escalation, but also supplies instruments of pressure.

MUTUAL DEPENDENCE = LEVERAGE

UNITED STATES

advanced chips / design / tools

CHINA

rare earths / processing

Both seek to reduce exposure; neither can exit the relationship quickly.

Beijing’s frame: “constructive
strategic stability”

1. Maximise cooperation where interests overlap.
2. Keep competition within defined bounds.

3. Manage strategic differences, especially
Taiwan.

Purpose: secure a predictable external setting and
space for China’s domestic priorities.

WHY THE TRUCE IS FRAGILE

Washington’s qualifier: “fair and
reciprocal”

The U.S. accepts dialogue and a stability
framework, but reserves room to judge whether
outcomes meet its terms. This leaves the
relationship exposed to sudden policy shifts and
transactional bargaining.

Trade Critical minerals Technology

A short extension postpones tariff U.S. firms remain exposed to U.S. export controls still constrain
escalation; it does not resolve Chinese rare-earth supply and China’s access to advanced
structural disputes. processing leverage. chips, equipment and know-how.

Why this is not a “G-2": a shared interest in avoiding immediate economic damage is not a shared vision of
the regional order. Taiwan, advanced technology, investment restrictions and Indo-Pacific influence remain

sources of strategic distrust.
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INDIA’S STAKE ¢ MAINS CONNECT

Read the thaw without assuming a settlement

For India, the key issue is not choosing a side in a bilateral thaw. It is anticipating how U.S.-China bargains may
reshape the Indo-Pacific, trade and technology environment in which India acts.

Strategic and security implications Economic and technology implications
* A U.S.-China accommodation could reduce  Tariff pauses may redirect trade flows, but they
immediate tensions, yet leave regional flashpoints do not guarantee lasting supply-chain relocation
unresolved. to India.

* India must track whether Washington’s pursuit ¢ India should strengthen domestic

of stability narrows attention to partners’ security manufacturing, logistics and skills to convert
concerns. diversification into investment.

* Preserve a strong, issue-based U.S. partnership * Build resilience in semiconductors, critical
while maintaining strategic autonomy. minerals and other strategic inputs.

SYLLABUS CONNECTIONS

GS I GS Il GS IV lens

India and its neighbourhood; Globalisation, supply-chain Diplomatic prudence: sustain
bilateral, regional and global resilience, critical minerals, dialogue, avoid miscalculation,
groupings; effect of policies of semiconductor ecosystem and and reconcile national interest
developed countries on India’s technology security. with responsibility for stability.

interests; Indo-Pacific order.

A balanced Indian response

2 Build capabilities at

3 Diversify partnerships 4 Back inclusive rules
home

1 Keep channels open

MAINS TAKEAWAY

The U.S.-China rapprochement signals an attempt to manage strategic competition, not end it. India should
use the breathing space to deepen its own economic and strategic capabilities, while supporting a stable,
rules-based and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

Prepared from Kevin Rudd’s opinion article, “The China-U.S. rapprochement”. Figures and chronology reflect the article’s
account; implications for India are analytical takeaways.
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