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“Tt is the task
of a lifetime.”

- Anne Carson, Short Talks

Anne
Carson

POET | CLASSICIST !
ESSAYIST | TRANSLATOR NATIONAL BOOK AWARDS | 2024

THE SWEDISH ACADEMY'’S CITATION

“for her bold and inventive oeuvre that, in playful dialogue with the classical

tradition, has created new forms for contemporary literature.”

2026 NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE

THE CARSON METHOD | ANCIENT TEXTS, UNEXPECTED PRESENTS

CLASSICAL ROOTS FORM WITHOUT FENCES FRAGMENT AS FORM

Greek poetry and myth become Verse, prose, essay, translation and Gaps, silence and abrupt shifts are
material for thinking about desire, scholarship cross-pollinate on the not omissions to hide; they can
grief and identity now. same page. carry meaning.

A READER’S WAY INTO HER WORK

Eros the Bittersweet | 1986 Autobiography of Red | 1998

Desire and longing, read through Sappho, Plato and ancient Greek A verse novel recasting the Geryon myth as a modern

thought. coming-of-age love story.

If Not, Winter | 2002 Nox | 2010

Sappho in translation, with the surviving fragments and their gaps An elegy for her brother, shaped as an intimate archive of memory
left visible. and loss.

UPSC LENS | CULTURE & CREATIVE EXCHANGE

Carson shows how classical inheritance can be renewed rather than merely preserved. Her work makes
translation an act of interpretation - and literary form a way of producing meaning.

THE CLASSICIST Born in Toronto in 1950; earned her BA, MA and PhD in Classics at the University of Toronto. THE AUTHOR More than 20
books across poetry, prose, translation, essays and scholarship.
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